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“This is a corrupt party which is in
the process of ruining the country’s fi-
nances and which is now ignoring the
democratically expressed will of the
House of Commons. This govern-
ment does not have the moral author-
ity to govern this country,” Mr. Harper
said outside the House.

“This doesn't mean there isn't going
to be another opportunity,” Mr. Mar-
tin responded. “There will be a bud-
get vote and there will be opposition
days before the end of the month.”

Bloc Québécois leader Gilles
Duceppe vowed to find a way to bring
down the government, but, like Mr.
Harper, gave no hint about his plans.
“We won't wait for them. We will keep
on finding ways to finish with this
government.”

When asked what was next for the
Opposition, Conservative House lea-
der Jay Hill stole a line from former
Liberal prime minister Pierre Elliott
Trudeau.

“lust watch me, I guess, is a pretty
famous line. Parliament is over tonight.
It's done,” said Mr. Hill, who would
not even confirm his party will show
up for work today.

“There’s a chance just about any-
thing could happen.”

Mr. Valeri had made clear even be-
fore the vote that the Liberals did not
consider the motion, which called for
the government to resign, one of con-
fidence, and that they will continue to
govern and bring forward legislation
as usual.

In fact, the Liberals have six new
bills they intend to introduce in the
next two weeks.

Mr, Valeri said the motion was mere-
ly “procedural” because it asked the
public accounts committee to rewrite
a report so that it calls on the govern-
ment to resign.

It would only be considered a legiti-
mate vote of confidence by the gov-
ernment if the committee over-
whelmingly voted in favour of this
motion, said Mr. Valeri. That is un-
likely, considering the Liberals and
NDP have a majority on the commit-
tee,

Mr. Valeri rejected charges the Lib-
erals are afraid to face a confidence
vote and are trying to force the Con-
servatives and Bloc Québécois to de-
feat the budget, which contains cash
for cities, the environment, the At-
lantic provinces and child care, some-
thing the Tories appear reluctant to
do.

He added the opposition will have
plenty of opportunity in the coming
days and weeks, perhaps as early as
tomorrow, to defeat the government
on two budget votes — both consid-
ered matters of confidence — and
three opposition days, which have
now been rescheduled to take place at
the end of May.

“We are not afraid to be held ac-
countable,” Mr. Valeri said. “The fact
of the matter is that either through the
budget or through opposition days,
there is an ability to hold the govern-
ment to account and we are laying
that out for you.”

Two Liberal cabinet ministers —
Justice Minister Irwin Cotler and Nat-
ural Resources Minister John Efford
— were absent from the vote yester-
day, along with independent MP
Chuck Cadman.

Mr. Cotler was reportedly in Mon-
treal for a family funeral, Mr. Efford
was ill and Mr. Cadman is undergoing
cancer treatment in B.C,

The two other independents —
Carolyn Parrish and David Kilgour —
voted with the government.

A top Liberal strategist noted that
had these MPs been present, the vote
might have been tied and Speaker Pe-
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Under the icy glare of Conservative leader Stephen Harper, Prime Minister Paul Martin casually flips through a Commons
procedural book during last night’s tense bid by the opposition to topple the government.

ter Milliken, a Liberal, would have
broken the tie. Mr. Milliken would be
expected to cast a vote in favour of
the status quo — maintaining the Lib-
erals in office.

Conservative MPs Dave Chatters
and Darrel Stinson, both of whom
have cancer and made the trek to Ot-
tawa despite their illnesses, received
a standing ovation by almost the en-
tire Commons when they cast their
voles,

As Conservative and Bloc MPs rose
bench by bench to vote, Liberals re-
laxed in an obviously scripted pose of
nonchalance.

Mr. Martin thumbed his way through
what could have been a slim briefing
book. Deputy Prime Minister Anne
McLellan pored over newspaper arti-
cles in the Library of Parliament’s dai-
ly clipping book. Public Works Minis-
ter Scott Brison, in a pose of deter-
mined relaxation, flipped his Black-
Berry in his hand.

As the drama built up leading to the
vote, the constitutional implications
became even more murky.

Ottawa Centre NDP MP Ed Broad-
bent, the dean of the Commons, said
at one point earlier this week it was a
confidence vote. “Now, I'm not sure,”
he said after question period. “I go
back and forth."

Liberal insiders say it will likely be
next week before debate on the bud-
get wraps up, because a long list of
Liberal and NDP MPs are expected to
want to debate the budget, and a vote
will not take place until after that hap-
pens. However, the consensus is there
will be an election this spring.

If the opposition were to win a clear
non-confidence motion in the next
two weeks, the election would be held
in late June.

If they are forced to wait until the
end of May to exercise their opposi-
tion-day privileges, an election would
not take place until July, something
likely to anger most Canadians who
take their holidays at that time.

According to a new poll by Decima
Research, forcing a spring election

Kiss: ‘It happened. Thisis Montreal!”
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“You start all this kissing, it's easy
for her to forget what she has to do,”
he said with a smile

Once she finished speaking, the
princess politely returned the mayor's
kiss.

Asked later about his behaviour, Mr.
Tremblay denied he had done any-
thing wrong.

“It happened. This is Montreal! It
was fantastic. She didn’t mind. She
kissed me, too,” Mr. Tremblay said.

“Tdon't know if she was amused, but
I can tell you her highness was not up-
set,” said royal spokesman Hans Kemp.
“She definitely was not upset.”

John Aimers; president of the Monar-
chist League of Canada, says protocol
governing royal visits is changing.

“The last time the Prince of Wales
came to Canada, Sheila Copps bussed
him, and there was a lot of comment
about how appropriate it was,” Mr.
Aimers said. “It is very continental,
isn'tit?”

Dutch royalty is generally consid-
ered more relaxed. However, some
travelling with the princess and her
husband said the kiss was "unusual.”

Those who have touched the Queen,
inadvertently or not, have made front-
page news. Canadian cycling cham-
pion and sportswear manufacturer
Louis Garneau put his arm around the
Queen in 2002 after a reception at
Rideau Hall. And in 199y, Alice Frazier,
a Washington woman, gave the Queen
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a bear hug when greeting her at her
home.

Princess Margriet's two-day visit to
Montreal yesterday is designed to ho-
nour the part Canadian servicemen
played in the liberation of the Nether-
lands 6o years ago.

“For many veterans it has not been
possible to join the extensive and
moving celebrations in our country,”
the princess said. “My visit to Canada
is intended to involve them in our cel-
ebrations and to express our everlast-
ing gratitude.”

Princess Margriet was born in Janu-
ary 1943 in Ottawa, where her mother,
Queen Juliana, spent five years in exile
during the Second World War. In or-
der for Margriet to retain her royal
status, the federal government de-
clared the delivery room at the Civic
Hospital Dutch territory and flew the
Dutch flag from the Peace Tower so
the princess would be a Dutch nation-
al. She spent the first five years of her
life growing up in Stornoway, which
today is the residence of the federal
opposition leader.

Princess Margriet is coming to Ot-
tawa tomorrow through Saturday. Her
schedule includes a tour of the new
Canadian War Museum, the unveiling
of a plague commemorating the liber-
ation of the Netherlands, and a visit to
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier for
awreath-placing ceremony.
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could hurt the Conservatives almost
as much as testimony from the spon-
sorship inquiry could lower support
for the government.

The Tories are keeping their next
procedural moves closely guarded.
Mr. Hill indicated he might join the
Bloc Québécois in pleading his party's
case for an election before Gov. Gen.
Adrienne Clarkson. :

“We're not ruling out anything at
this point. We're taking this one step
at a time and we've been doing this
for a couple of weeks now, ever since
they cancelled our opposition days,”
Mr. Hill said.

“That blocking of democracy is
continuing on the part of the govern-
ment, so we just take this one day at a
time, one step at a time.”

John Williams, the Conservative
chairman of the public accounts com-
mittee, refused to say what tactics the
Tories and Bloe might take to pass the
amendment through the committee
and force a conflidence vote on the
government'’s terms.

Earlier in the Commons, Mr.
Duceppe, who has teamed up with
Mr. Harper's Tories, accused Mr. Mar-
tin of putting Canada in a “constitu-
tional crisis,” by failing to do the
right thing and resign because he
does not have the confidence of Par-
liament.

WITH FILES FROM JOE PARASKEVAS
CRISTIN SCHMITZ AND THE CANADIAN PRESS

BY THE NUMBERS

Voted in favour of the motion:

99 Conservatives and 54 Bloc
Quéhécois. Total: 153

Voted against the motion:

129 Liberals, 19 NDP and two
independents — David Kilgour and
Carolyn Parrish. Total: 150

Absent: Liberal cabinet ministers Ir-
win Cotler and John Efford, and inde-
pendent MP Chuck Cadman.

There is one empty seal.

The future scenario if everyone is in
the House: Mr. Cotler and Mr. Efford
support the government, Mr. Cad-
man has said ha'll vote with his con-
stituency, which two different polls
have indicated don't support a
spring election. This would create a
tie,

The missing piece: In the event of a
tie, House of Commons Speaker
Peter Milliken would cast the tie-
breaking vote. He is an elected Liber

al MP from Kingston and the Islands.

"The Speaker upholds the status
quo,” says Patrick Smith, a political
scientist at Simon Fraser University.
“That’s the tradition of the Speaker.
The Speaker doesn't vote to change
something. So if the House is unde-
cided, the Speaker doesn't decide,
in effect, for a change.

‘That's what | would assume Mr. Mil
liken would do.”

ANATITAN PRESS

Only House
canrule
on confidence

BY CRISTIN SCHMITZ

Don't expect Gov. Gen. Adrienne
Clarkson or House of Commons
Speaker Peter Milliken to resolve par-
tisan wrangles over whether votes en-
gineered by the Conservatives and
Bloc Québécois amount to expres-
sions of non-confidence in the minori-
ty Liberal government.

Legal authorities agreed “confiden-
ce” in a government, or lack of it, is a
question that can only be determined
by the Commons as a whole. In other
words, not by the prime minister, op-
position leaders, any individual politi-
cian, and certainly not the Governor
General.

If MPs disagree over whether a mat-
ter is one of confidence — for exam-
ple, because a motion is not clearly
worded, or because the motion may
be ambiguous as a matter of proce-
dure, as yesterday’s successful opposi-
tion motion demanding the govern-
ment resign arguably was — it is in-
cumbent on the government or the
opposition to table a motion that will
clarify the intentions of the House.

The Governor General, who nor-
mally takes the advice of the prime
minister, would only disregard the
prime minister’s advice in exceptional
circumstances, experts suggested.

For example, if the prime minister
asked the Governor General to dis-
solve Parliament in order to thwart the
ability of MPs to vote on a clear mo-
tion of non-confidence, she might be
expected to decline until the vote was
held.

Nor would the Speaker of the Com-
mons wade into confidence debates,

“The Speaker would refuse to inter-
vene because that's not his field,” said
Camille Montpetit, co-author of House
of Commons Procedure and Practice,
the authority on the subject.

“The matter of confidence is not a
procedural issue. It's a political issue,”
he stressed. “Therefore, it's a matter of
interpretation. The Commons will
(vote) on a question (and) whether
the government will interpret that as
an opinion of non-confidence is the
prime minister’s prerogative. The gov-
ernor general will normally act on the
advice of the prime minister.”

Mr. Montpetit noted tradition dic-
tates that if a government is defeated
in the House on a confidence ques-
tion, then it is expected to resign. or to
seck the dissolution of Parliament so
an election can be held.

What amounts to “confidence” varies
with the circumstances. Clear-cut
confidence motions include explicitly
worded motions that state the House
does or doesn't have confidence in the
government, or motions that are de-
clared by the government to be ques-
tions of confidence.

But a number of motions are implic-
itly considered to be confidence mat-
ters, including motions related to the
budget, or in reply to the speech from
the throne.
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